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AIM OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 

The purpose of this document is to ensure that people interested in or affected by the proposed 
project are provided with information about the proposal, the process being followed and 
provided with an opportunity to be involved in the EIA process.   
 
Registering as an Interested and/or Affected Party (I&AP) allows individuals or groups the 
opportunity to contribute ideas, issues, and concerns regarding the project. I&APs also have an 
opportunity to review all reports and submit comments on those reports.  All comments received 
are included in the reports submitted to the Competent Authority. 
 

THE PROPONENT 
 

InnoWind is a subsidiary of the French company EDF Energies Nouvelles, a market leader in green 
electricity production. EDF EN’s main focus is on Wind energy generation with a portfolio 5525 
MW of installed capacity worldwide (http://www.edf-energies-nouvelles.com). 
 

 
Figure 1: Aerial photographs of the Pacific Wind farm in California (an EDF facility). 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER  
 

COASTAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (CES) specialises in impact assessments and 
environmental management. We were established in 1990 when we were involved as lead 
consultants for a large mineral mining Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in South Africa, and 
since completing that first EIA, we have expanded our scope of work to provide a wide variety of 

http://www.edf-energies-nouvelles.com/
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environmental advisory services to public and private-sector clients both within South Africa and 
internationally. This has included numerous renewable energy (RE) projects for both government 
and the private sector. 
 
Environmental Impact Assessments in the RE sector is a challenging and dynamic field, with on-
going improvements in the understanding of RE-related impacts on the broader environment from 
a South African perspective. Appropriate environmental management strategies in this sector 
require a sound understanding of the unique issues related to RE (e.g. avifaua and bats), and many 
of the major impacts associated with RE related to the human environment (e.g. noise, cultural 
heritage and visual impacts). As such, careful stakeholder and local community engagement is key 
to the successful completion of such RE project assessments. CES also has experience in 
environmental control officer (ECO) duties for environmental management of RE projects post-
authorisation. This will be of significance especially as the RE sector matures and construction of 
these facilities begins. 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 

Coastal and Environmental Services (CES) has been appointed by InnoWind (Pty) Ltd to undertake 
the necessary environmental investigations for the wind energy facility, and to apply for approval 
from the Competent Authority (Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA)), for the construction 
and operation of the wind energy facility, as required by South Africa’s environmental legislation.  
 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION 
 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2010), promulgated in terms of section 24(5) 
of Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA)(Act No 107 of 1998, as 
amended) identify activities which may not commence without an authorisation from the 
competent authority, who in this case is Department of Environmental Affairs, (DEA- National). In 
order to apply for authorisation for the development, the assessment and communication of 
potential impacts of the activities must follow the procedure as described in regulations 26 to 35 
of Government Notice No. R 543 of the EIA Regulations.  
 
The proposed project is subject to a full Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment in terms of 
the following listed activities: 
 

Activity Number Listed activity 

GN R 544: 10 (i) 
 

Electricity generated at the WEF site will need to be transmitted to the 
nearest substation via power lines. All power lines with a capacity of more 
than 33kV require environmental authorisation. 

GN R 544: 11 (xi) 
 

The construction of infrastructure within 32 meters of a watercourse.  This 
is related to construction of access roads. 

GN R 544: 13 
 

The construction of a storage facility for petrochemical products for the 
WEF. This relates to storage of diesel, transformer oil, etc. on site during 
construction and operation. 

GN R 544: 18 (i) The infilling or deposition of materials into or out of a watercourse.  This is 
related to construction of access roads, etc. 

GN R 545: 1 
 

Construction of up to 60 wind turbines with a total output of 180 
megawatts. 

GN R 545: 15 Alteration of more than 20 hectares of undeveloped land.  
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GN R 546: 4(a)ii(ee) 
 

The construction of a 6 meter wide service road within a critical 
biodiversity area as stated in the ECBCP. 

GN R 546: 13(a) 
 

The development is proposed for land that falls into a critical biodiversity 
area as determined by the Eastern Cape Biodiversity Conservation Plan. 

GN R 546: 19 
 

The widening of a road in the Eastern Cape, outside urban areas in a 
critical biodiversity area. 

 
APPROACH TO THIS SCOPING AND EIA REPORT 

 
The EIA for the proposed project is presently in the SCOPING phase. This phase serves primarily to 
inform the public and relevant authorities about the proposed project and to determine any 
impacts. These impacts will then be extensively addressed by specialists in the field during the 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) phase. Only after the full EIA report has been submitted 
will a decision be made by relevant authorities. 
 

Scoping Process 
 

Advertisement & Registration of I&APs 
↓ 

Distribution of BID Document to I&APs for comment 
↓ 

Compilation of I&AP comments 
↓ 

Review of Draft Scoping Report by I&APs 
↓ 

Public Meeting 
↓ 

Submission of Scoping Report to DEA 
↓ 

Acceptance of Scoping Report by DEA & Instruction to proceed to EIA Phase 
 

The Environmental Impact Assessment phase 
 

This phase is more complex and more detailed than the Scoping phase, because it focuses on 
undertaking a number of specialist studies that have been identified during the Scoping phase. 
These studies provide expert input into the EIA process based on scientific information. I&APs will 
be consulted again during this phase, and will be given an opportunity to comment on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that will contain the specialist reports. During this phase an 
Environmental Management Programme must also be prepared for the project. 
 
The final EIR is submitted to the national Department of Environment Affairs (DEA) who, after 
considering the report, will make a decision on whether or not to authorise the development.  The 
authorisation of a development carries a number of legally binding conditions, which will be 
contained in the Environmental Authorisation document.  This document will be circulated to all 
registered I&APs within two weeks of receipt from the DEA.   
 
 
 

We are here! 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
InnoWind proposes the development of a wind energy facility (WEF) between Kirkwood and 
Uitenhage, Cacadu District, in the Eastern Cape. The wind farm will host approximately sixty (60) 
turbines (100 m in height), with a potential power output of one hundred and eighty (180) 
megawatts (MW).  
 
The farms involved in the proposal are indicated in Figure 3, and include: 
 

Farm Portion 

187 
188 

14/233 
15/233 

3/189 
3/190 
4/189 
4/233 
5/189 

RE/189 
RE/2/189 

 
The above farms collectively total over 7 300 ha of land, but the development footprint of the 
wind turbines and associated infrastructure will potentially occupy less than 2 % of this area.  
Topographically, the area is characterised by undulating plains and river valleys.     
 
Infrastructure associated with the proposed WEF will be:   

 Concrete foundations to support the wind towers 

 Approximately 6 meter wide internal access roads to each turbine 

 Underground cables connecting each turbine to the other and to the mini substation 

 A building to house the control instrumentation and interconnection elements, as well as a 
storeroom for maintenance equipment 

 An onsite mini substation to facilitate interconnection of the WEF with the Eskom grid 
 
A wind energy facility, or wind farm consists of one or more wind turbines. The wind turbine is 
made up of a tower, a nacelle and rotor blades (see diagram below). When the wind blows, the 
rotor blades rotate. The generator, housed inside the nacelle, then converts the movement into 
electricity, which can then be transmitted for use. The energy created is considered renewable as 
it is a non-consumptive use of a natural resource. 
 
Turbine models have different output capacity (e.g. 1MW or 4MW turbine). The main features 
that differ is the hub height (can be between 80-120 metres high) and rotor blade length (40-70 
metres long). 
 
The ultimate size of the wind turbines will depend on technical assessments of the wind data 
gathered on site, but will typically consist of rotor turbines (3 x 56m blades) with rotor diameters 
of around 110 meters atop a 100 meter hub height steel or hybrid tower (Figure 2).  
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Figure 2. Typical wind turbine structure. 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND BENEFITS 
 

Site-specific assessments will be undertaken as part of the EIA process in order to confirm the 
feasibility of the proposal in terms of the environment, and to delineate any areas of 
environmental sensitivity within the study area. The exact positioning of the wind turbines and the 
associated infrastructure will be further informed by the results of the wind resource monitoring 
as well as the environmental sensitivity identified through the EIA process.   
 

The following specialist studies will be conducted within the proposed wind farm site, to ascertain 
any potential impacts, positive and negative, that may occur as a result of the potential 
authorization of the project: 
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 Heritage/Archaeological Impact Assessment 
o Potential impacts on South African heritage, archaeological and palaeontological 

features will be assessed. 

 Ecological  Impact Assessment 
o The location of any species of special concern will be identified, and the location 

noted in order to inform the mitigation and management measures recommended 
for the project. 

 Avifaunal Impact Assessment 
o Potential impacts on birds, particularly migratory species, will be assessed in the 

form of a 12 month pre-construction bird monitoring programme. 

 Visual Impact Assessment 
o A wind farm will normally have a high visibility due mainly to the height of the 

turbines.  Accordingly, the visual impacts (with emphasis on the sense of place) of 
the proposed facility will be assessed. 

 Noise Impact Assessment 
o The noise impact assessment will be conducted in accordance with the South 

African National Standard (SANS) 10328 “Methods for environmental noise impact 
assessments”. 

 Bat Impact Assessment 
o Potential impacts on bats will be assessed in the form of a 12 month pre-

construction bat monitoring programme. 

 Paleontological Impact Assessment 
o Potential impacts on paleontological features will be assessed. 

 Agricultural Impact Assessment 
o Potential impacts on the agricultural resources will be assessed. 

 Socio-economic Impact Assessment 
o The potential impacts and benefits on the socio-economic aspects will be assessed. 

 
Potential Benefits of the Energy Facility 
 
The South African Government has recognised the country’s high level of renewable energy 
potential and presently has in place targets of 17.8 GW of renewable energy by 2030 (to be 
produced mainly from wind and solar). This amounts to ~42% share of the new electricity 
generation capacity to be brought online by 2030. 
 
The proposed project is deemed desirable for the following reasons:- 
 
• Electricity supply 
Over the last few years, South Africa has been adversely impacted by interruptions in the supply of 
electricity. The creation of a ‘decentralized’ power generation facility (i.e. not located in the 
traditionally centralized power producing regions of the Republic of South Africa) in the vicinity of 
the loads it proposes to supply, will secure a supplementary energy source for the area, especially 
during cold fronts and during the winter season when consumption is higher and wind yields are 
higher. Moreover, the project will contribute towards meeting the national energy target as set by 
the Department of Energy (DoE) in its 2010 Integrated Resource Plan, of a 42% share of all new 
power generation being derived from Renewable Energy produced by independent power 
producers (IPPs) by 2030. 
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• Green energy 
Growing concerns such as climate change and the on-going exploitation of non-renewable 
resources have prompted increased international pressure on countries to increase their share of 
renewable energy generation. The South African government has recognized the country’s high 
level of renewable energy potential and has placed targets of 17.8 GW of renewable energy 
capacity on line by 2030. The proposed renewable energy facility is therefore considered to be of 
national importance in anticipation of its contribution to electricity supply and reduced reliance on 
fossil energy sources. 
 
• Climate change 
The electricity generated by the wind farm will displace some fossil fuel based forms of electricity 
generation. Throughout its life span, the wind farm is expected to contribute positively towards 
climate change mitigation.  
 
• Other benefits 
Further benefits to the local community may include various forms of job creation and 
contributions to local socio-economic and economic development programmes. 

HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED? 
 

A Public Participation Process (PPP) is being conducted as part of the EIA. The aim of the PPP is to 
allow everyone who is interested in, or likely to be affected by, the proposed development to 
provide input into the process.  
 
The Public Participation Process will include: 

 Advertisements in the EP Herald and the UD News; 

 Notice Boards on site; 

 Circulation of the BID (this document) to all I&APs and stakeholders 

 Community and focus group meetings; 

 Review of all comments by registered I&APs and stakeholders. 
 
If you consider yourself an interested and/or affected person/party, it is important that you 
become and remain involved in the PPP. In order to do so please follow the steps below in order 
to ensure that you are continually informed of the project developments and will ensure your 
opportunity to raise issues and concerns pertaining to the project. 
 
STEP 1: Please register by responding to our notification and invitation, with your name and 
contact details (details provided on cover page and below). As a registered I&AP you will be 
informed of all meetings, report reviews and project developments throughout the EIA process. 
 
STEP 2: Please send us any comments, concerns or queries you may have in relation to the 
proposed Wind Energy Facility. 
 
STEP 3: Attend meetings that will be held throughout the EIA process. As a registered I&AP, you 
will be invited to these meetings. 
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CES is required to engage with all private and public parties that may be interested and/or 
affected by the proposed Dassiesridge WEF, in order to distribute information for review and 
comment in a transparent manner. 
 
In the same light, it is important for I&APs to note the following: 
 

1. In order for CES to continue engaging with you, please ENSURE that you register on our 

database by contacting the person below. 

2. As the EIA process is regulated by specific review and comment timeframes, it is your 

responsibility to submit your comments within these timeframes.  

 
Who to contact for enquiries and/comments: 

 
Justin Green 

 
67 African Street 

Grahamstown, 6139 
 

P.O Box 934 
Grahamstown 

6140 
 

Tel: (046) 622 2364 
Fax: (046) 622 6564 

Email:  j.green@cesnet.co.za
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Figure 3: Locality of the Dassiesridge WEF. Located between Uitenhage and Kirkwood, Eastern Cape, South Africa. 
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I hereby wish to register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) for the  

Dassiesridge Wind Energy Facility EIA process 

 
 

Name: 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization:  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal address: 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: ____________________________________ Fax #:___________________________________ 

My initial comments, issues or concerns are: 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other individuals, stakeholders, organisations or entities that should be registered are:  

Name: 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization:  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal address: 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: ____________________________________ Fax #:  __________________________________ 

Please return details to: Justin Green: P.O. Box 934, Grahamstown, 6139 

Telephone: (046) 622 2364 Fax: (046) 622 6564 Email: j.green@cesnet.co.za 
 
 

mailto:j.green@cesnet.co.za

